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Women undergoing cesarean (CS) delivery present a unique set of challenges to the anesthetist in terms of postoperative pain management. The aims of postoperative pain management are to provide subjective comfort, inhibit nociceptive impulses, and blunt the neuroendocrine response to pain, thus enhancing early restoration of function. CS patients have additional compelling reasons to be provided adequate pain relief, as early mobilization is a key factor to prevent the risk of thromboembolic disease, and need to be pain-free to care for their newborn and breast-feed them effectively.\[[@ref1]\] To achieve this, various drug combinations have been tried, to provide effective and safe analgesia. Favorable results have been observed with buprenorphine as an adjuvant with intrathecal local anesthetics. Buprenorphine is a mixed agonist-antagonist opioid with high affinity at both μ and κ opiate receptors. Buprenorphine is one of the commonly used additives in spinal anesthesia.\[[@ref2]\]

Transversus abdominis plane (TAP) block is a regional anesthetic technique that blocks the abdominal wall somatic afferents. Multiple trials have demonstrated the efficacy of TAP block as a component of a multimodal regimen, in providing postoperative analgesia after abdominal surgery, including CS.\[[@ref3][@ref4]\] There have been no studies in literature comparing the analgesic efficacy of intrathecal buprenorphine (ITB) with bilateral ultrasound-guided TAP block following CS delivery. The present study was designed to compare the analgesic efficacy of ITB with ultrasound-guided TAP block for post-CS delivery pain. The primary outcome was to measure the time to first request for analgesia. The secondary outcome was to measure pain scores, analgesic requirements, and side effects.

M[ethodology]{.smallcaps} {#sec1-2}
=========================

Sixty American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) physical status I and II pregnant women aged 20--40 years requiring elective lower segment CS under spinal anesthesia were recruited for the study. Institutional ethical clearance and patient consent were obtained. Patients were randomly assigned into two groups of thirty each using sealed envelope method ITB group and TAP block group. Pregnant women with contraindications to the neuraxial blockade, body mass index \>35, history of the major systemic disease (ASA III or more), history of chronic pain, abuse of drugs or alcohol, and history of allergies to any study medications were excluded.

On the day of surgery, the patients were shifted to the operating theater and an intravenous (IV) line was secured with the 18-gauge cannula. The monitoring included noninvasive arterial blood pressure, electrocardiogram, and pulse oximetry. Patients were preloaded with 15 mL/kg of Ringer\'s lactate solution. Basal parameters were recorded, lumbar puncture was performed, and 1.75 mL (8.75 mg) of 0.5% of hyperbaric bupivacaine and 75 μg (0.25 mL) of buprenorphine totaling to a volume of 2.0 mL injected in ITB group and 1.75 mL (8.75 mg) of 0.5% hyperbaric bupivacaine and 0.25 mL of normal saline totaling to a volume of 2.0 mL injected in TAP group.

After injection, the patient was positioned supine with approximately 10-degree Trendelenburg tilt and left uterine displacement with a wedge under the right buttock. Patients were supplemented with oxygen (4 L/min) through a facemask and surgery was allowed to proceed after confirming the attainment of sensory blockade of T6. Intraoperative hypotension was considered to be present whenever systolic blood pressure (SBP) decreased to \<90 mm of Hg or \<20% of the baseline whichever appeared first and was treated with ephedrine (3 mg aliquots), as and when necessary. Bradycardia was treated with atropine IV 0.02 mg/kg if heart rate (HR) decreased to \<60/min. The attending pediatrician assessed the neonatal Apgar scores at 1 and 5 min of delivery of the baby.

In the TAP group, bilateral ultrasound-guided TAP block was performed on the completion of surgery using a GE Healthcare Venue 40 portable ultrasound machine with high-frequency linear array probe of 8--12 MHz. The probe was positioned in the midaxillary line between the lower border of the ribs and the iliac crest. The external oblique, internal oblique, transversus abdominis muscles, and transversus abdominis fascia were visualized. A 22-gauge 100 mm Stimuplex^®^ needle (B. Braun, Bethlehem, PA, USA) was directed under continuous in-plane ultrasound visualization between internal oblique and transversus abdominis muscle into the posterior aspect of the fascial plane. After negative aspiration for blood, 20 mL of the 0.25% of bupivacaine plain solution was injected under ultrasound guidance on each side.

Postoperatively, the patients were evaluated by an independent observer for pain, sedation, nausea, vomiting, pruritus, and urinary retention. Arrival at the postanesthesia care unit was taken as time 0; the patients were subsequently assessed at 2, 4, 6, 12, and 24 h. The pain was quantified on a 10 cm visual analog scale (VAS). Sedation level was evaluated using modified Wilson sedation scale 1 - oriented, 2 - drowsy, 3 - arousable, 4 - unrousable.\[[@ref5]\] On first request for analgesia, IV paracetamol 1 g stat was given and repeated every 6 hourly thereafter. Tramadol 50 mg IV was given for breakthrough pain. The time for first analgesic request and supplemental analgesic requirements over 48 h was recorded. Forty-eight hours after surgery, the patients were asked to rate on a three-point scale about their satisfaction with pain management 1 - highly satisfied, 2 - satisfied, 3 - dissatisfied.

Statistical methods {#sec2-1}
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The sample size was estimated based on the study by Niraj *et al*.\[[@ref6]\] considering the difference between two means, substituting the values in standard deviation (SD) in the first group - 19, SD in the second group - 18, precision 10%, desired confidence level 95%, the sample size was calculated to be 26 in each group rounded off to 30.

The data collected were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences, version 17 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA). Proportions were compared using Chi-square test of significance. The Student\'s *t*-test was used to determine whether there was a statistical difference between study groups in the parameters measured. *P* \< 0.05 was considered statistical significance.
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The demographic data were comparable between the two groups \[[Table 1](#T1){ref-type="table"}\] and were not statistically significant. The mean time to first analgesic request was significantly longer in ITB group (669.17 min) compared to TAP group (389.67 min) and was statistically significant, *P* \< 0.001 \[[Table 2](#T2){ref-type="table"}\].
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Demographic profile
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Pain scores, analgesic requirement, and patient satisfaction
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The paracetamol consumption in the first 24 h was significantly higher in the TAP group; 19 (63.3%) patients required 3 doses and 11 patients required 4 doses. Whereas in the ITB group, 13 out of 30 patients required 2 doses and 17 patients (56.7%) required 3 doses and was statistically significant, *P* \< 0.0001 \[[Table 2](#T2){ref-type="table"}\].

Tramadol requirement in the first 24 h was significantly higher in the TAP group as compared to the ITB group \[[Table 2](#T2){ref-type="table"}\] and was statistically significant (*P* \< 0.001). The mean VAS scores assessed at 4, 6, 12, and 24 h were higher in the TAP group and were statistically significant, *P* \< 0.001 \[[Table 2](#T2){ref-type="table"}\]. The incidence of complications was higher in ITB group (46%) compared to TAP group (16%) \[[Table 3](#T3){ref-type="table"}\]. Patient satisfaction was 63.30% in ITB group and 6.70% in TAP group \[[Table 2](#T2){ref-type="table"}\]. Apgar scores of the newborn assessed at 1 and 5 min intervals following delivery were comparable between the groups, *P* \> 0.001 \[[Table 4](#T4){ref-type="table"}\]. The intraoperative hemodynamic parameters, SBP, diastolic blood pressure, mean arterial pressure, and HR were comparable between the groups in our study. The patients in ITB group had much higher satisfaction compared to those in the TAP block group (19 highly satisfied, 11 satisfied with ITB and 2 highly satisfied, 28 satisfied with TAP, *P* \< 0.0001), i.e., 63.30% of parturients in ITB group were highly satisfied compared to 6.70% of parturients in TAP group. The incidence of nausea (23.3% - i.e., 7 in each group) was similar in both groups, and vomiting was higher and statistically significant (13.3% - 4 patients) in ITB group compared to TAP group (3.3% - 1 patient). The incidence of pruritus in ITB group is 13.3% (4) as compared to none in TAP group and is statistically significant (*P* \< 0.05). The incidence of drowsiness in ITB group was high and statistically significant (26.7% - 8 patients) as compared to none in TAP group (*P* - 0.002). None of the patients in the study had respiratory depression. Arterial oxygen saturation in all the cases remained above 97% and mean respiratory rate of all the patients was above 17. None of the patients required any respiratory support. Urinary retention could not be assessed as all patients for CS section were catheterized for 24 h postoperatively.

###### 

Adverse effects
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Apgar scores at 1 and 5 min in both groups
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Neuraxial opioids mediate selective spinal analgesia by binding to opioid receptors in the substantia gelatinosa of the dorsal horn of the spinal cord near the site of injection. An intrathecal opioid is effective in the treatment of both somatic and visceral pain.\[[@ref7]\] The high affinity of buprenorphine for opioid receptors produces a longer duration of action.\[[@ref8]\] Unfortunately, in comparison with the TAP block, intrathecal opioids were associated with more side effects.\[[@ref3]\]

Recently, a meta-analysis concluded that ultrasonography-guided TAP block provides marginal postoperative analgesic efficacy after abdominal laparotomy or laparoscopy and CS delivery; however, it does not provide an additional analgesic effect in patients who also received spinal anesthesia containing a long-acting opioid.\[[@ref9]\] In our study, time to first analgesic request was significantly prolonged in the ITB group compared to the TAP group; our findings are similar to the previous studies.\[[@ref3][@ref4][@ref10][@ref11]\]

In our study, the time to first analgesic request was significantly prolonged in the ITB group compared to the TAP group. These findings are similar to other studies that could not demonstrate an advantage of TAP block over intrathecal morphine.\[[@ref3][@ref4][@ref10][@ref11]\] VAS scores assessed at different intervals were found to be lower in the ITB group compared to TAP block group; our findings are similar to other studies, which did not find any advantage of TAP block over intrathecal morphine, and also the morphine consumption in the TAP block group was greater at 24 h compared with the intrathecal morphine group.\[[@ref3][@ref4][@ref10][@ref11]\] An intrathecal opioid is effective in the treatment of both somatic and visceral pain.\[[@ref7]\] This may explain the superiority of intrathecal opioids in comparison with TAP block for the management of post-CS pain.

The paracetamol consumption was higher in the TAP group compared to ITB group. Similarly, the requirement of tramadol as rescue analgesic in the first 24 h was much higher in the TAP block group patients compared to ITB group. Our findings are similar to the previous studies, which reported a reduction in opioid consumption in the first 12 h with intrathecal morphine.\[[@ref3][@ref7]\] Better analgesia as evidenced by lower VAS scores and lesser rescue analgesic consumption was observed in patients receiving ITB as compared with patients receiving TAP block.

The patients in ITB group had much higher satisfaction compared to those in the TAP block group; our study findings are similar to other studies with buprenorphine and morphine.\[[@ref4][@ref7]\] The common side effect of buprenorphine seen in this study was drowsiness. Although drowsy, all patients were easily arousable. Late respiratory depression was not observed in any of the patients in our study The mean Apgar scores were comparable; our study results are similar to a previous study.\[[@ref7]\] Buprenorphine, being a lipid soluble drug, is rapidly absorbed into the spinal venous plexus, and therefore, there is a minimal increase in spinal fluid concentration. This minimizes the risk of respiratory depression associated with the rostral spread.\[[@ref7][@ref12]\] There was no respiratory depression in both the study groups.
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Our study showed that patients receiving ITB for post-CS pain management reported longer duration of analgesia, lower pain scores, and lower analgesic consumption during the first 24 h. However, there was increased incidence of nausea, vomiting, drowsiness, and pruritus in comparison with the ultrasound-guided TAP block. The benefits of neuraxial opiates are significant and far outweigh the side effects. The intrathecal procedure is easy to perform, less time-consuming, more predictable, and does not require additional technical skills or extra equipment in comparison with the TAP block. TAP Block as a modality for postoperative analgesia in CS section was inferior to ITB, both with respect to analgesic efficacy and patient satisfaction.
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